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TACKS ON CIVILIANS IN VIETNAM 
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sm . . tt , cal Communist forces which they direct and 
^*jjj§& .*»*• Siamese armed forces have for many years sys- 

VI* out terror attacks against the civilian populations 

^een carried out across internationally recognized 
' jf * the Demilitarized Zone, in violation of international 
paljj 1 international legal principles and in the face of serioiis 
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.fire and a just and lasting settlement. 
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H terror attack* on its neighbors have been paralleled 
*' ,» of a Stalinist "people's dictatorship" in North 

J 1* i disregard of the Geneva Conventions on treat- 
flf® of war and by Hanoi’s public endorsements of ter- 
§f * thar parts of the world, including the terror incident 
Bympic/in September 1972. 

Communist attacks have included shelling, 

ILfSAUltl, abductions, forced labor and assassinations. 
KVa been directed at South Vietnam's largest cities 
e$t hamlets, at schools, pagodas, medical facilities f? 

■ r§t They have involved shooting of refugees attempting 
a* of the fighting near An Loc and Qpang Tri and the ; ? & 
trial* and executions in Hue and Binh Dinh. :; | ; . : ’s|||: 
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An\m *• examples of *uch Communist terror actions in South 

following. 
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^ Qommm&let troops using 60 flame throwers systematically 
***&?• Cbl* Montagnard village incinerating everything and 
eW-rybody t® eight. Estimated toll: 252 dead, about two-thirds 
of wffiPf 1 " and children, with 200 abducted, never to return, 

February 1968 



t . 
J*/- 

i> 

i 1 


Aft** 


tiieir own cease-fire, the Comrriunist forces 
Ifee&td 4$ population centers thoughout South Vietnam 

aid ^*aulftwl^® n y cities and villages in indiscriminate ground 
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Duc Due - Au trust 29. 1970 

t 

Communist troops attacked a Buddhist orphanage and temple 
in the village of Due Due south of Danang. After firing 50 
mortar shells into the undefended buildings, 30 North Vietnam.- 
ese soldiers ran through hurling hand grenades. The attack 
killed 15 and wounded 45, most of them orphans. 


The Communist Spring Offensive - March 30, 1972 

The all-out attack launched by 12 North Vietnamese divisions, 
supported by 500 tanks and massed heavy artillery. against 
major South Vietnamese population centers caused many 
civilian casualties. 

In the first six weeks of the offensive, by May 8, over 20, 000 
civilian casualties, including many women and children, had 
been reported by U. S. officials in Saigon, with a total above 
48, 000 reported during the first 11 months of 1972. 

The Communist attacks generated more than 1.28 million 
refugees in South Vietnam in 1972. 

As a result of the Communist offensive, a number of South 
Vietnam's population centers were virtually destroyed* Such 
destroyed or heavily damaged towns included: 

Quang Tri city and the district capitals of Dong Ha, Cam 
Lo and Gio Linh in Quang Tri Province south of the 
Demilitarized Zone. 

Que Son district capital in Quang Nam Province. 

-> Mo Due, Ba.To and Due Pho district capitals in Quang Ngai 
Province. 

- Thanh Binh, Tien Phuoc and Hau Due district capitals in 
Quang Tin Province. 

- Tam Quan, Hoai Nhon, Hoai An and Phu My district capitals 
in Binh Dinh Province. 

Dak To in Kontum Province. 

The Province capital. An Loc, and the district capital, 

Loc Ninh, in Binh Long Province. 
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In the city of An Loc, the civilian population unable to escape the 
Communist assault withstood up to 7, 500 shells a day during the 
49 day siege. In An Loc, Communist tanks killed worshipper s in 
a church and Communist mortars and artillery destroyed a clearly 
marked hospital filled with wounded soldiers and civilians. The 
Communist troops directed continuous machine gun and mortar fire 
against civilians seeking to flee the scene of battle in An Loc. ' 

Communist attacks by fire against refugees fleeing their 
offensive assaults were frequent and include the notorious 
"caravan of death" south of Quang Tri City, where the Com- 
munist >troops deliberately shelled and machine gunned sev- - 
eral thousand civilians fleeing the city. More than a thousand: 
civilians were estimated to have been killed in this incident. 

Even clearly marked ambulances were targeted and destroyed. 


The countless number of Communist terror attacks on South Viet- 
namese villages and refugee camps during their 1972 offensive included 
the following typical incidents: 


Burning 72 houses in a Quang Ngai Province hamlet and 
rocketing a Quang Tin Province hamlet in April. 


Attacking, during May, four refugee camps in Quang Ngai 
Province, destroying some 400 living quarters and killing 
and abducting many civilians. 


Attacking a Quang Nam Province village in May, damaging 
or destroying 327 living quarters, killing 40 civilians and2 ; > • 
wounding 55. 
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Blowing up a bus in Pleiku Province on August 20, killing 

40 civilians and wounding 30. 


Blowing up a bus in Phu Bon Province on August 22, 
killing 21 civilians and wounding 2. 


Assaulting Camp Books and Camp Haskins refugee centers 

north of Danang in sapper attacks on September 9, killing 
27 and wounding 75. 


Setting off a command detonated mine on September 13 into 
the Cai Tu ferry south of Vi Tanh in Chuong Thien Province 
just as the ferry was approaching the shore loaded with a 
crowded bus. As the ferry and bus sank, the terrorists 
fired a second mine. 13 civilians were killed and 12 were 
wounded. 
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In areas captured at the outset of the offensive by the Communist forces, 
especially in Binh Dinh, Binh Long and Chuong Thien Provinces, 
abductions, "people' s courts" and executions were carried out / 
at the cost of many hundreds of lives. Communist programs of forced 
labor and forced military support in battle zones Were also widespread. 

When South Vietnamese forces recaptured the areas of Binh Dinh 

Province which had been held by the Communists, they found the evidence 
of some 500 "death list" executions carried out by the Communist forces. 


Communist Assassinations 

The Communist forces have systematically assassinated m an y 
thousands of South Vietnamese. Their targets have included 
government officials, teachers, labor leaders, medical workers, ■ 
Buddhist bonzes, priests and foreign missionaries. Many of these i 
assassinations were preceded or followed by specific threats. [ 

In areas which have at various times come under Communist 
control, these killings have sometimes been accomp ani ed by j 

"people's courts" and public executions as in Hue in Tet 1968 : 

and in Binh Dinh and other-provinces during the 1972 offensive. 

The Communists have often bragged about collecting these "blood 
debts. " 


The scope of the Communists' systematic terror campaign can 
be seen in the following figures for 1971 and 1972. 


In 1971 the Communists assassinated 3,994, wounded 7, 579 
and kidnapped 5, 372 South Vietnamese in terror attacks. 

; *. ■ 1 t . . * * * m . m 

In 1972 the Communists assassinated 4, 277, wounded 9, 525 
and kidnapped 13, 374 South Vietnamese in terror attacks. 




Similar numbers of South Vietnamese have been targeted by 

the Communists since 1957 with over 40, 000 killed and 60,000 
kidnapped. 


Among the major political figures targeted or assassinated by the 
• Communists have been: 


Tu Chung, editor of "CHrfi Luan" - gunned down on Dec. 30, 1965. 

Tran Van Van, Constituent Assemblyman - gunned down, Dec. 

7, 1966 

» 

,V-V ; 

Phan Quang Dan, Constituent Assemblyman narrowly 
escaped car bomb, Dec. 27, 1966. 

! 

Bui Quang San*. Lower House member, gunned down Dec. 14, 1967 
after Communist warnings. 
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Dr. Le Minh Tri, Minister of Education, killed by terrorist hand 
grenade thrown into his car, January .6, 1969. 

- Professor Tran Anh, Rector of Saigon University, shot down 

. by terrorists, after Communist "death list” warning, March 4, 1969. 

* 

Tran Van Huong, Prime Minister, escaped assassination attempt, 
March 5, 1969. 

Tran Quoc Buu, leader of the Vietnamese Confederation of Labor 
(CVT) and head of the Farmer-Worker Party, escaped assassination 
attempt in explosion at the Union’s headquarters in Saigon - 
September 21, 1971. (In 1969 the CVT listed more than 60 union 
officials assassinated by the Viet Cong in the past.) 

Nguyen Van Bong, leader of National Progressive Movement 
and Director of National Institute of Administration, killed by 
terrorist bomb placed in his car, November 10, 1971. 

Nguyen Van Than, a political leader and former general of 
the Cao Dai sect, assassinated by Viet Cong in mine explosion 
. on grounds of Cao Dai Holy See (temple) at Tay Ninh, November 
22, 1972. 



Major Recent References Include: 

i . r , 11 

. * i . • • , ■ 

Internal Security Committee of the Committee on the 
Judiciary, U. S. Senate/ The Human Cost o f Communism 
in Vietnam, U. S. Government Printing Office, 1972. 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Vietnam, The 
Communist Policy of Terror, Saigon, December 1972 

U. S. Mission, Saigon, Summary of Viet Cong Atr ocities_ 
during the Communist offensive of 1972, September 29, 1972. 

New York Times article^ including articles by Joseph Treaster 
on Binh Dinh Province, August 4 & 10, 1972. 

Senator Gordon Allott, insert in Congressional Record on 
Communist Terror in Vietnam, May 21, 1970, p S-7615 ff. 
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Will ThereBe_aJBloodbath? NewYor_k 

John Carroll, w -— ■- - — ~ 38-467 

t<~.. October 15. 1972, pp. 

i, p p pnfp r sioQ and Xts Ir nplic stions 
Stephen T. Hosmer, Viet Cong Repression jg a * 

for the Future, D. C. Heath & Company, 1970. 

, in A ' Gall T T. Hrr, In nr-* ^ r.^ngressional Record on 

°^ r T.„nr Against th » Free Trade Union Moveme nt 
Vietoam. June 5. 1970. PP S-HtoH-MMi 

Anita L. Nutt, On the Questi o n of Communist Reprisals i n 
Vietnam , RAND Corporation, August 1970. 

QtratPffv of Terror, United States 
Douglas Pike, The Viet- C ong Strategy 01 * er _£ — t 

Mission, Saigon, 1970. 

Major Earlier References on Communist Terror in Vietnam in 

Joseph Buttinger. Vietnam- ft Dragon Embattled, Praeger, 1967 
Hoang Van Chi. -- Colonialism to Communism ^ Praeger, 1964. 
II, ,,,, Chi. The 1... in North Vietnam^ Saigon, 1958. 

Bernard Fall. Tbe Two Vietnam' s, Praeger. 1967 (especially 
chapters 9 and 10.) 

Fall, ri.. Vl.t Minh Regime, Institute of Pacific 
Relations Revised 2nd Edition, 1956. 

p.j. Honey, vortb Vietnam Today, Praeger. 1962. 

py* s*.T.‘.-«p- 

Department of State, Working Paper on the North 

R°L> the War 

Record by Congressman Evans, way 7 , » vv 
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